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It’s Time to Think Spring!
The Warren County Master Gardeners will be hosting their annual Think Spring Garden Seminar on Saturday, March 7th, 2026, from 9:00am-3:00pm. The Think Spring Seminar is held on the campus of Simpson College in the Hubbell Hall of the Kent Campus Center. 
Our Master Gardeners host over 100 garden enthusiasts, giving them the opportunity to learn from horticulture experts, shop with local vendors, win door prizes and enjoy a delicious catered lunch. You do not need to be a Master Gardener to enjoy this event! Think Spring is open to all who desire to gain a wide range of horticulture knowledge. 
Our speakers for 2026 will include Extension Horticulture Specialist, Randall Vos. He will be educating on managing soil pH for healthy gardens. Randall has a wide range of experience in fruit production and other areas of horticulture. His commercial experience includes working at an apple orchard and in the floriculture industry, teaching production horticulture and serving as the coordinator for the Mid-American Wine Competition.
Amanda Kanehl will be presenting ‘Water-Powered Gardening: Your Hydroponic Guide’. Amanda received her degree in Biological Conservation and Environment Science from Drake University along with a Horticulture degree from DMACC. Before taking charge of the Prairie Meadows Hydroponic Farm as a WesleyLife team member, Amanda put her passion for organic farming to work in the Aquaponics Greenhouse at Early Morning Harvest, a well-known farm in Panora.
After a catered lunch, we will invite John Forti to join us virtually from his home on the east coast. John is a garden historian and ethnobotanist who has directed gardens for Plimoth Plantation Museum, Strawbery Banke Museum, Massachusetts Horticultural Society, and Bedrock Gardens. He is the author of The Heirloom Gardener: Traditional Plants and Skills for the Modern World. John has served as chair for New England chapters of The Herb Society of America and Slow Food USA
Our last session of the day will be led by Chef Steve Reed. With over 38 years of culinary experience, Chef Steve Reed brings a lifelong passion for cooking and teaching to every kitchen he steps into. Today, Steve serves as the chef for the Pi Beta Phi sorority at Simpson College, where he crafts wholesome, flavorful dishes that celebrate the beauty of fresh ingredients. A true advocate for cooking with fresh herbs, Steve often incorporates the herbs grown by his wife, Julie, into his recipes — adding a personal, homegrown touch to every meal.
Among our vendors for this year, we have old favorites and new gems alike! Worm Wizards, Ted’s Garden Center, Zanfel, Quilted Gardens Nursery, Warren Hill Farm, Profound Existence Herbs, Delaney Lynch, Carolyn Freese and Rubbish to Rubies are already confirmed for the day! We can welcome 2 additional vendors to the floor for shopping enjoyment. 
The cost of the event is $55 in person and covers speakers and lunch for the day. If you would like to join us for the speakers virtually, pay a discounted cost of $30! Funds raised from ticket sales enable Warren County Master Gardeners to provide the educational seminar as well as provide horticultural grants and educational opportunities to Warren County non-profit organizations. 
Reserve your spot by registering at: https://go.iastate.edu/HSILYW
or by using the QR code below. For questions or issues please contact Bethany Cecot at the Iowa State Extension & Outreach Warren County office at 515-961-6237.
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